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Background

KMC schools have their own set of unique
problems. Despite being under the
jurisdictions of state Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, the schools are being managed
primarily by the local authority, the
Kolkata Municipal Corporation. Officially,
the KMC is supposed to provide books,
uniforms, mid-day meal and free
education. But these services, excluding
free education and books, do not reach the
students. Interestingly, the mid-day meal
at KMC schools only serves rice instead of
cooked food. The books are usually
supplied late, sometimes even after
September. As a result, private coaching
becomes necessary for each student as
they hardly learn anything at the school.
The KMC schools have been suffering from
these problems for a very long time and
unfortunately, students of these schools
continue to face more or less the same
problems today despite large allocations
under SSA.

Considering the problems faced by
students coming from Kalighat and
Lockgate area, TF started a collaborative
intervention 1994 - 1995 with KMC. The
strategic partnership as based on a ‘win-
win model’. Under this, TF offered need-
based manpower support, quality
enhancing teacher training, free mid-day
meal for the students and increased
involvement of the community to reduce
drop-out rates. Other than providing these
facilities TF followed up with the students
who graduated from DTMS (Dharmadas
Trust Model School), brought them to the
evening remedial classes and provided
educational sponsorships.

Despite these efforts many children
dropped out both from primary and
secondary and higher secondary level. It
has been a realization that like other
places here too cases of dropping out is
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happening due to multiple factors. The
present study is being initiated to know the
reasons behind dropping out of students
from TF Mother Project.

Objectives of the study

1. Understanding the reasons behind
dropping out from primary,
secondary and higher secondary
level.

2. Understanding the relationships
between different factors behind
dropping out from primary,
secondary and higher secondary
level.

3. Understanding the views of
students, parents and teachers on
probable measures to be taken in
future for reducing dropout rate.

Definitions

Dropped Out Children: Students of Mother
Project who dropped out from their
respective schools and as a result stopped
availing services of Mother Project.

Mother Project: Tomorrow’s Foundation
Mother Project which provides educational
and other supplementary facilities to the
students enrolled in the project.

The Universe: All dropped out children
from Mother Project from 1998 to 20009.

Sample: All dropped out children (1998-
2009) who could be contacted. Under this
study 105 such children could be contacted
and interviewed.



Executive Summary

The study was conducted to understanding
the reasons behind dropping out of
children from schools and as a result from
Mother Project of Tomorrow's Foundation.

A total of 105 children who dropped out in
last 10 years were interviewed and focus
group discussions were held with 40
mothers for this study.

There is a considerable gap between
number boys and girls who dropped out
(girls 58.1% and boys 41.9%).

More girls dropped out while they were
studying in secondary and higher
secondary level than the boys.

45.8% children dropped out due to
economic and poor school environment.

After economic and poor school
environment, the other significant reasons
for dropping out were educational
problems, marriage and family related
problems (16.2%, 14.3%, and 13.3%
respectively).

24.8% children dropped out due to
economic reasons - 61% of them were
boys.

80.8% of the children who dropped out
due to economic reasons said they left
schools to work and supplement family
income.
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36% of all respondents who dropped out
due to school-college related problems said
they faced poor environment in their
respective schools or in mother project
classes. 50% of these respondents said
they used to get regular punishments,
including the respondents who faced poor
environment in mother project, without
any valid reasons.

14.3% children dropped out as they got
married while studying - all of them were
girls.

16.2% children dropped out due to
teaching learning problems 88.2% were
boys, 47% of these children said they did
so as they could not pass examinations.

There is a very strong inter-relationship
between lack of interest, school
environment and economic reasons.

In FGDs mother’s identified low/lack of
income for mothers, family related
problems, love/romantic relationships,
drug addictions and peer group influence
as the main reasons for dropping out. were
most important problems for the older
children and bad influence of family
environment, excessive disciplining by
parents and fear of teachers were the main
causes for dropping out for the younger
children.

Mothers expressed that children are falling
in love at a very young age and getting
married. The mothers also expressed that
environment in the school should also be
improved to achieve better retention rate.



Methodology

Questionnaire: A close ended
questionnaire was prepared collect data
from the dropped out children (Annexure
I). All individual interviews were taken by
the researcher herself.

Focus Group Discussion: Two focus
group discussions (FDGs) were held with in
two different slum locations with 40
mothers. Most of the mothers had children
who dropped out from schools. Ranking
method of PRA (Participatory Rural
Appraisal) was adopted to collect data
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from the mothers. The participants of the
focus group discussions were asked to
identify the main reasons and rank the
reasons as per their importance for
younger children and older children
separately. The FGDs were facilitated by
the researcher and PRA Team of TF helped
her.

Data Collation: Data collected from
questionnaire was entered in spreadsheet
and analyzed according to the objectives of
the study. Notes and photographs were
taken during FGD.



Profile of the respondents

Year wise number of
respondents
No of

Year | Respondents | %age

1998 1 0.95

1999 6 5.71

2000 6 5.71

2001 7 6.67

2002 7 6.67

2003 14 13.33

2004 10 9.52

Area wise distribution of respondents
Area Male Female Total %age
Tollyganj 6 19 25 23.8
Chetla 5 5 10 9.5
Lockgate 2 2 4 3.8
Kalighat 22 16 38 36.2
Masjid 5 11 16 15.2
Sarat

Bose 4 8 12 11.4
Total 44 61 105 | 100.0

Like year wise distribution of respondents,
for obvious reasons, maximum number of
respondents (36.2%) was contacted from
Kalighat area. The Mother Project is
located in Kalighat and most of the
children of this project belong to this area.

Tollyganj is the nearest area and 23%
respondents were from there. So, together

’
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2005 12 11.43
2006 14| 13.33
2007 8 7.62
2008 17 16.19
2009 3 2.86
Total 105 | 100.00

As stated above all dropped out children,
who could be contacted, were interviewed.
Obviously, many recently dropped out
children could be contacted. It should be
noted that from 2003 to 2006, a steady
number of children dropped out.

Kalighat and Tollyganj had more than half
of the respondents. Mother Project children
come from 7 areas, except Hazra area
dropped out children were contacted for
this study from other 6 locations. Despite
prevailing perception of many children
dropping out from Lockgate area, only 4
respondents from this area could be
contacted.

Gender distribution of the respondents

%of %age
Level Boys Girls Total boys of girls
Primary 24 25 49 49.0 51.0
Secondary 19 32 51 37.3 62.7
HS 1 3 4 25.0 75.0
Graduation 0 1 1 0.0 100.0
Total 44 61 105 41.9
%age 41.9 58.1 100
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There is a considerable gap between
number boys and girls who dropped out
(girls 58.1% and boys 41.9%). This is
despite the fact that many girls who
dropped out migrated to the places where
they were married off.

the types of work children
are carrying out (paid,

More girls dropped out while they were household-unpaid, agricultural);
studying in secondary and higher .
secondary level than the boys. At the household structure, educat|qnal
secondary level this difference was more access and work; whether child
than 25%. Almost same number of boys work hinders or helps access to

and girls (49% and 51% respectively) schooling; the gendered and
dropped out from schools in the primary !

level. locational aspect of working and
access, etc. (Dropping Out from
School: A Cross Country Review
of Literature Frances Hunt, 2008)



Reasons for dropping out
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Class wise - reason wise no of dropout children

Total Econo Educati

no of Distanc | mic Family | School | onal Lack of

dropou | eto reason | proble Enviro Proble Marria Migrati | interes
Level ts/level | school S ms nment | ms ge on ts Others | Total %age
Primar
y 49 2 12 8 13 7 3 0 1 3 49 46.7
Secon
dary 51 0 13 5 9 11 2 3 0 51 48.6
HS 4 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 3.8
Gradu
ation 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1.0
Total 105 2 26 14 22 17 15 2 4 3 105 100.0
%age 100 1.9 24.8 13.3 21.0 16.2 14.3 1.9 3.8 2.9 100

It is clear from the above table that most
of the children (a total of 45.8%) dropped
out due to economic and poor school
environment.

Excluding in the case of 2 children
‘distance to school’ was not a reason to
dropout from schools.

After economic and poor school
environment, the other significant reasons
for dropping out were educational
problems, marriage and family related
problems (16.2%, 14.3%, and 13.3%
respectively).

All the respondents who dropped out due
to marriage were females. 11 out of 15
respondents who dropped out due to
marriage did so while they were studying
in the secondary level.

3.8% respondents said they lost all
interest in studying and drooped out.
Further discussions with them revealed it
was due to peer group and environment
(living place) related influences.

Distance to school:

As stated above, only two respondents
dropped out due to distance to school -
both of them did so while they were
studying in the primary level - both of
them said that income of their parents was
low and they could not afford traveling
expenses.

On the other hand, though there were
other schools near their house but (their
parents) had poor opinion regarding those
schools.

Economic problems:

A total of 26 respondents (24.8%) dropped
out due to economic reasons - 61% of
them were boys. Girls who dropped out
due to economic reasons did so while they
were studying in the secondary level.

Among these 26 respondents 21 (80.8%)
said they left schools to work and
supplement family income.

Only 1 respondent said ‘cost of the books’
was high but he did not ask any help from
TF. two respondents said ‘admission fees’



were high but they too did not ask any
help from TF to support them with
admission fees.

Family related problems:

Unlike in the case of economic reasons’
more girls (57.1%) dropped out due to
family related problems than the boys.

Interestingly, 42% respondents who
dropped out due to family related
problems cited other reasons and did not
opt for most common reasons like divorce
of parents, fights amongst parents, sibling
fights, separation of parents or small living
places. The other reasons cited by the
respondents were - ‘I was angry with my
father’s behavior and tried to help my
mother by earning money’, death of
father, imprisonment of father, father left
home etc.

The respondents who dropped out due to
small living place were both girls.

Four respondents (28.5%) dropped out
due to fights amongst parents - 2 of them
were boys and the other 2 girls.

School-college related problems:

59% respondents who dropped out due to
school-college related problems were boys.

36% of all respondents who dropped out
due to school-college related problems said
they faced poor environment in their
respective schools or in mother project
classes.

50% of these respondents said they used
to get regular punishments (including the
respondents who faced poor environment
in mother project) without any valid
reasons. 75% of these children (who faced
poor environment) were boys.

37.5% of these respondents (who faced
poor environment) said lack of games and
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Only 1 respondent said he opted for
working than studying due to reasons
other than supplementing family income.

sports facilities was a reason for them to
drop out.

2 out of these 22 respondents accepted
that they used to fight with friends and
create disturbances in the classes. Only 2
of these respondents said they did not like
the teaching learning in their respective
schools and another 2 respondents said
they faced age gap (they were much older
than other classmates) and that’s why
dropped out.

Interestingly, 18.2% of these respondents
were of the opinion that they dropped out
as they felt their teachers disliked them.

Research indicates that
vulnerable households can
withdraw children from school as
part of their coping strategy to
deal with shocks to income, often
in order to work, save on costs or
to free other household members
up to work (Boyle et al, 2002; de
Janvry et al, 2006; Jacoby &
Skoufias, 1997; Gubert &
Robilliard, 2006; Sawada &
Lokshin, 1999 cited in Ersado,
2005)



Marriage:

15 out of 105 respondents (14.3%)
dropped out as they got married while
studying. It is already stated above that all
of these respondents were girls.

90% of these respondents accepted that
they themselves choose to marry and only
1 respondent said she was forced into
marriage.

Most of respondents who were married
themselves said they lost interest in
studying and did not try to continue. 2 of
them said they were shy to face the
teachers after marriage. Only 1 said her
in-laws put restrictions on continuing
studies.

Relocation/migration:

Only 2 respondents (1.9%) said
relocation/migration caused dropping out
from schools. Both of them did not like the
environment of the new place where they
migrated - according to them, no one used
to go to school there.

Education (teaching learning)
related problems:

A total of 17 respondents (16.2%) dropped
out due to teaching learning problems
88.2% were boys.

’
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Among all respondents who dropped out
due to teaching learning related problems,
47% said they did so as they could not
pass examinations - 3 of them said the
questions were too difficult for them and 5
said there were other reasons.

Lack of interest:

Only 4 respondents (3.8%) dropped out
due to lack of interest. They could not
remember their learning related subjects,
especially in mathematics. so they could
not pass examinations year after year.

A number of researchers
indicate that a buoyant job
market and the ability to earn
good money is a motivating force
behind decisions to leave school
(e.g. Dachi & Garrett, 2003;
Duryea, 2003). Duryea (2003)
highlights the pull of the labour
market (as opposed to the push
of poverty) as a main factor in
children dropping out of school in
urban Brazil.
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Matrix: Relative importance and interrelations of different reasons for

dropping out from school

One of the assumptions of this study was that

dropping out from school happens due to a

combination of reasons. There could be a main

reason for dropping out for a child but along
with the main reason there must be other
reasons influencing the main reason.

To explore the above mentioned phenomenon,

the questionnaire was designed as per the
following logic:

I. There are 9 main factors identified as
reasons for dropping out.

II. Each respondent selected one reason.
ITI. Then the respondent said whether the
reason selected by her/him is the

main reason.

IV. If they said yes (under III) then they
are supposed say what were the other
reasons (8 or less) and rank those
reasons as per relative importance.

V. They did the same if the said no
(under III)

VI. In both the cases the respondents
ranked the other reasons as per the
relative importance of those reasons
to them.

VII. So, the respondents choose 1 main
reason, then choose few other related
reasons and ranked the relative
importance of the reasons.

VIII. For example, one respondent Ramesh
choose reason 5 as main reason then
choose 3, 6 and 9. He then ranks 3 as
2 (2" in the order of relative
importance), 6 as 1 (1% in the order

of relative importance) and 9 as 3 (3™
in the order of relative importance).

These responses were given weightage as
per the following formula:

Reason 1/ Reason 4 = (%age of
respondents who choose reason 1 as the
main reason + %age of respondents who
ranked reason 4 as 1 + + %age of
respondents who ranked reason 4 as 2 +
+ %age of respondents who ranked reason
4 as 3 + %age of respondents who ranked
reason 4 as 4 + %age of respondents who
ranked reason 4 as 5 + %age of
respondents who ranked reason 4 as 6 +
%age of respondents who ranked reason 4
as 7 + %age of respondents who ranked
reason 4 as 8 + %age of respondents who
ranked reason 4 as 9)

Accordingly the matrix on ‘relative
importance and interrelations of different
reasons for dropping out from school” was
prepared.

The following table shows not only the
relative importance of different reasons for
dropping out but their interconnections
too.

While ranking, many respondents choose
‘other reasons’ and ranked those reasons.
It is suggested that the following matrix
should be reviewed on the basis of the
main 8 reasons.
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Educati

Distanc Econom Family School onal Lack of

eto ic problem Environ Problem Marriag Migratio interest

school reasons s ment s e n S Others
Distanc
e to
school 6.0 44.4 61.1 26.0 27.4 13.2 11.3 63.0 51.6
Economi
C
reasons 28.9 67.3 84.0 48.9 50.3 36.1 34.2 85.9 74.5
Family
problem
S 17.4 55.8 72.5 37.4 38.8 24.6 22.7 74.4 63.0
School
Environ
ment 25.1 63.5 80.2 45.1 46.5 32.3 30.4 82.1 70.7
Educati
onal
Problem
s 20.3 58.7 75.4 40.3 41.7 27.5 25.6 77.3 65.9
Marriag
e 18.4 56.8 73.5 38.4 39.8 25.6 23.7 75.4 64.0
Migratio
n 6.0 44 .4 61.1 26.0 27.4 13.2 11.3 63.0 51.6
Lack of
interest
S 7.9 46.3 63.0 27.9 29.3 15.1 13.2 64.9 53.5
Others 7.0 45.4 62.1 27.0 28.4 14.2 12.3 64.0 52.6

The data above was put in a bubble diagram to understand the same ‘relative importance and
their interrelationships’:

School Environment
Others
Migration| © : ] - o ®
Marriage
Lack of interests _ ( \,' ' ) l_ | \
Family problems ] () R 4 "
Educational Problems
Economic reasons

Distance to school{ = ] @ e @ ® °

Distance =l ER FR LOI Marriage  Migration Others SE
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Note: EP = educational problems, ER = economic problems, FP = family related problems, LOI = lack of interest and SE
= school environment.

The above bubble diagram shows lack of interest, family problems and economic reasons are
strongly related with each other.

Reasons having stronger relationships with each other:

School Environment

Others
Migration
Marriage

. T, = =2 A

Lack of interests L) ( ) o { L

Family problems G ' L

Educational Froblems
Economic reasons

Distance to school

Distance == ER I LOI Marriage  Migration Others =2

Reasons having strongest relationships with each other:
School Envircnment
Others
Migration
Marriage
Lack of interests ( ‘,' /_
Family problems (0
Educational Problems
Economic reasons

Distance to schoaol

Distance E= ER [FIF- LOI Marriage  Migration Others SE
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Opinion of the mothers

Two focus groups were conducted with the
mothers - one at Kalighat slum area and
another at Chetla slum area. The mothers were
asked to identify the reasons for which the
children from the locality drop out from school.
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The mothers then wrote the reasons (in Bengali)
on floor of the meeting place. Then they were
asked to rank the identified reasons as per their
relative importance for younger children (below
9 years) and older children (above 9 years).

Ranking of reasons of dropping out by mother - Kalighat

Rank for older Reasons of dropping out - as identified by Rank for younger
children mothers children
1 Low/lack of income for mothers 1
2 Family related problems 2
7 Lack of interest in studies 8
13 Lack of interest among parents 7
8 Urge to earn from younger age -
4 Influence of TV, films 6
3 Influence of peer groups 9
10 Helping the mothers in earning 5
5 Love/romantic relationships -
6 Marriage -
9 Older age in comparison to other classmates -
11 Fear of teachers 3
12 Inefficient teachers 4

Ranking of reasons of dropping out by mother - Chetla

Rank for older

children mothers

Reasons of dropping out - as identified by

Rank for younger
children

11

Helping in household works (girls only) 5

Influence of peer groups

Excessive disciplining by parents

Fear of teachers

Income related problems

Drug addiction (boys only)

IN[RWIN|

Insecurity (only girls)

Urge to become economically self dependent

Love/romantic relationships

Marriage

Bad influence of family

Lack of interest

1 [ O)|=| 1

= [
SloN|Rwja|u|klo] [N

Sibling care

The results of these two FGDs were different.
Mother’s in Kalighat identified low/lack of
income for mothers and family related problems
as the most important problems behind
incidents of dropping out for both older and
younger children. Whereas, for mothers in

Chetla drug addiction of boys, influence of peer
groups and love/romantic relationships were
most important problems for the older children
and bad influence of family environment,
excessive disciplining by parents and fear of

13



teachers were the main causes for dropping out
for the younger children.

Mothers from both the places expressed that the
children were not getting proper environment in
the surroundings - they were getting easily
attracted to drugs and unsocial activities. On the
other hand the parents are unable to provide
required support.

In both the places mothers expressed that
children are falling in love at a very young age
and getting married themselves.

The mothers also expressed that environment in
the school should also be improved to achieve
better retention rate.

Hunter & May (2003) draw on
research by Tanner, Krahn &
Hartnagel (1995) which indicates a
higher number of boys (than
girls) leave school in South Africa
because earning money and attaining
adult status is more attractive to
them.
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Annexure I: Questionnaire
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